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unassisted strength, or more diligently and ear-
nestly pray for divine assistance. He may well,
indeed watch and pray against the encroachments
of a passion, which, when suffered to transgress its
just limits, discovers a peculiar hostility to the distin-
guishing graces of the Christian temper; a passion,
which must insensibly acquire force, because it is in
continual exercise; a passion to which almost every
thing without administers nutriment, and the growth
of which within is favoured and cherished by such
powerful auxiliaries as pride and selfishness, the na-
tural and perhaps inexterminable inhabitants of the
human heart.

Strongly impressed, therefore, with a sense of
the indispensable necessity of guarding against the
progress of this encroaching principle, in humble
reliance of superior aid, the true Christian thankfully
uses the means, and habitually exercises himself in
the considerations and motives, suggested to him
for that purpose by the word of Grod. He is much
occupied in searching out, and contemplating his
own infirmities. He endeavours to acquire and
maintain a just conviction of his great unworthi-
ness; and to keep in continual remembrance, that
whatever distinguishes himself from others, is not
properly his own, but that he is altogether indebted
for it to the undeserved bounty of Heaven. He dili-
gently endeavours also, habitually to preserve a just
sense of the real worth of human distinction and
applause, knowing that he shall covet them less
when he has learned not to overrate their value.
He labours to bear in mind, how undeservedly they
are often bestowed, how precariously they are always
possessed. The censures of good men justly render
him suspicious of himself, and prompt him carefully
and impartially to examine into those parts of his
character, or those particulars of his conduct, which